To my mind, the most interesting part of the case is the character of the child, whose intra-uterine existence was associated with such unusual and depressing circumstances.
It is, as a rule, considered enough, in cases like this, to say that such an one was born an idiot, or mentally defective, and deem it needless to push inquiries further.
But when the inquiry is so pushed, and it is elicited that the father or mother had syphilis, or that either or both were drunkards, or that the mother had some distressing
